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End of Autumn Term 🍂

It’s hard to believe we’re already approaching the end of the autumn term! We’ve enjoyed a lovely mix of warm weather and the first signs of autumn, making for a wonderful start to the season.  The children have all enjoyed lots of fun activities.  Please note Friday 23rd October is our last day at Little Gems, we return on Monday 2nd November.

🏫 Starting School in September 2027
Is your child due to start school in September 2027? If so, please make a note of the key application dates:
· Applications open: 1st November
· Application deadline: 15th January
You can apply for your child’s primary school place using the link below:-
Applying for a reception place (Year R) | Education and learning | Hampshire County Council

📌 A Few Friendly Reminders
Lunchboxes
Please remember our lunchbox guidelines at Little Gems:
· For safety and hygiene reasons, please do not include Frubes or other yoghurt tubes.
· Any foods that require cutting should be prepared safely to help reduce the risk of choking. Foods such as grapes, cherry tomatoes, olives, blueberries and cocktail sausages should be cut lengthways into quarters where appropriate, in line with current choking-prevention guidance.

Clothing and Belongings
Please ensure that all your child’s belongings are clearly labelled with their name and that they have plenty of spare clothing in their bag.
We love getting outdoors in all weathers, exploring water play and enjoying activities that can sometimes get a little messy! Having spare clothes available means the children can fully enjoy these experiences in comfort.
We also encourage the children to develop their independence by practising dressing and undressing themselves. Clothing that is comfortable and easy for them to manage independently is ideal. Of course, we are always on hand to offer support, but these little everyday tasks are fantastic for developing fine motor skills, building confidence and preparing for school. The children get such a wonderful sense of achievement when they can do things for themselves!
We have some waterproof all-in-one suits available, but if your child has their own, we would be very grateful if you could pop it in their bag too. Please remember to label it clearly.
Thank you for your continued support!

💛 Children in Need
During the week of 9th–13th November, we will be talking to the children about Children in Need and the importance of helping others.
We would love to welcome grandparents or another special person into Little Gems to share a favourite story with the children at 11.30am each day. If you know someone who would enjoy coming in to read, we would be delighted to hear from you!
On Friday 13th November, we will be having a Pyjama Day! Children are welcome to come to preschool in their cosy pyjamas in exchange for a small donation to Children in Need.
We look forward to joining in the fun and supporting this wonderful cause together!

👕 Pre-Loved Uniform Donations
Has your child outgrown any of their Little Gems uniform?
We would be very grateful for any donations to help us replenish our pre-loved uniform box. These items can then be made available to families who need them, with any money raised going towards additional resources for the children.
Thank you for helping us support our Little Gems community!

🚪 Collection Arrangements
If someone different will be collecting your child, please let a member of staff know at drop-off in the morning, or give us a call during the day. We will ask for the agreed password to help ensure your child’s safety.
Please also remember to let us know if any of your contact details, or those of your child’s emergency contacts, have changed. For safeguarding purposes, we require at least two emergency contacts to be listed on your child’s records.
Thank you for helping us keep our children safe.

🚒 People Who Help Us – Week Commencing 19th November
As part of our People Who Help Us topic, we will be learning about the wonderful people who help keep our community safe and support us in everyday life.
We would love to hear from any families who know someone working in the emergency services or other community services who might be willing to visit Little Gems for a short chat with the children.
In the past, we’ve been lucky enough to welcome a parent who is a police officer, who brought their uniform and spoke to the children about their work. The children loved trying on the hats and asking questions! We’ve also had a fire engine visit, giving the children the exciting opportunity to sit inside and hear the sirens.
If you know someone who might be able to help, we would love to hear from you. Any contribution, however small, would be greatly appreciated and would help make our learning extra special!


🔥 Fire Drill and Lockdown Practice
This week, we will be practising our fire drill and lockdown procedures to ensure that everyone knows what to do in the event of an emergency.
Your child may mention these activities at home, so we wanted to give you a little advance notice.

🍁 Have a Lovely Half Term!
We would like to wish all our Little Gems families a wonderful and relaxing half term break. We hope you enjoy some special time together, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 2nd November!
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 💛

The Little Gems Team xxx
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