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Newsletter September 2026 Term 1
A welcome to our first Termly Newsletter.  A huge big welcome to our all families both returning and newly joining us.  We are very much looking forward to you and your child being part of our Little Gems Family.  
Meet the Staff and the different Key worker groups:
Our staff are: Miss Laura Snellgrove sapphire, Mrs Mel Lee Pink Opal, Miss Lucy Prinn Amythyst, Mrs Allisia Webb emerald, Miss Lois Herbert Citrine, Miss Chelsie Johnson ruby, Mrs Hannah Diamond.
Each child will have a Tapestry account, you will need to click on the link to register your child’s account if you haven’t received a link please let us know or If you need any help please come and see us.  
Please have a look at our Little Gems notice board for updated Information.  We shall send out information via email, text message and tapestry messaging, please make sure we have all updated information for our records.
What’s coming up: Term 1
Inset Days:  
Friday 27th November 2026
Thursday 25th March 2027
Friday 25th June 2027
Tuesday 20th July 2027
Wednesday 21st July 2027
Early closure:  
Friday 18th December 2026: Children’s Christmas Party, Finishing at 12pm
Monday 19th July: Leavers party (time to be confirmed)
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Upcoming themes:
September: – All about Me and Getting to Know you (Please send us via email a picture of your child and your family as this will be our talking point for the start of the term): littlegemscf@gmail.com)
October: – Autumn, Harvest, Pumpkins.
November: – People who help us / Fireworks and Diwali celebrations/ Christmas activities
December: – Christmas 
In December you will receive your child’s end of Term 1 Assessments.  If you have any questions regarding these please come and see us.
Opening Times:
Morning 9am-12pm
Afternoon 12pm-3pm
All day 9am-3pm
We will open the doors at these times for a 20 minute handover window, before we start our good morning registrations.
If you are running late either on drop off or collection please just give us a curtesy call or text message.  
Absences:  If your child is absent due to sickness, holiday, family visiting or just a chilled day a t home, please again just send a curtsey call or text for our records.
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Lunch Boxes:
Please be mindful of what goes into your child’s lunch box.  We are a nut free setting.  We do allow chocolate bars of course, please be mindful of how many you send in. We generally advise the Following: sandwich, fruit/vegetable sticks, crisps, yoghurt and a chocolate or treat bar of some sort.
Please bring daily:
· A named water bottle ( we will only refill with water unless we are given permission for squash)
· A bag containing:
*Plenty of spare clothing including pants and socks for multiple changes throughout the day.  Children get messy and wet in play, it’s a sign of a great day.  
*If your child is in nappies please provide these.
*Sun hats
*Winter hats & gloves* for those winter months.
Clothing:
As mentioned above we do dress for mess!! Please ensure your child is wearing appropriate clothing for a day at preschool.  This includes footwear. No flipflops.  Crocs are not ideal either but can be worn in sports mode (strap around heel).  
In the wintery weather we shall still be making use of the outside space, so please warm coats and gloves and hats 
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